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erratic ways, and the incalculable moods of the latter made
it impossible to depend upon him at all It is interesting to
learn that, within two or three years of his first appearance
on an English platform, discerning connoisseurs of political
oratory were seriously comparing Lloyd George with Glad-
stone* A Birmingham citizen who was then a very young
man lias told the writer of how he was accosted one day by a
friend with the remark; H Come with me to-night to a meet-
ing at the school. A young Welshman, Lloyd George, is to
speak {and they say he is another Gladstone," Not long after,
we find Lloyd George addressing a huge meeting in Birming-
ham again, this time in the Binglcy Mall, and beginning that
prolonged series of attacks upon Chamberlain, upon which,
in the main, his House of Commons fame was founded*
It is one thing, however, to have a great reputation as a
platform speaker, and quite another to succeed in Parliament.
There have been men in plenty who have won pre-eminent
triumphs in the one sphere, and yet been abject failures in
the other* John Bright was never iu the House of Commons
the inspired speaker which he was on the platform. Asquith
and Balfour, never perhaps cxceticd in our time as House of
Commons speakers, were not more than tolerably successful
when confronted by a large popular audience. Very differ-
ent techniques are required for success in the two places; and
the perfecting of the one kind is generally achieved at the
cost of the other. A few speakers, no doubt, do achieve
the difficult task of becoming supremely great in both
techniques; Gladstone did, and so also did Chamberlain,
Randolph Churchill, and F, E. Smith, But it can be said
without fear of contradiction that, in recent times* with the
solitary exception of Gladstone, no man has stood so high,
both 93 a Parliamentary debater and a mass orator, as
Lloyd George* We have now to look at his first steps
towards fame in the House.